'Mackerel war' continues

Friday 07 January 2011

The 'mackerel war' is entering a new phase and the threat of Community retaliation is beginning to
take shape. During the Fisheries Council of 14 December 2010, Fisheries Commissioner Maria
Damanaki had informed member states that she had ordered her services to prepare retaliatory
measures against Iceland in the context of the dispute between the EU and this country on fishing
guotas for mackerel (see Europoliticsn4104). These measures would take the form of a regulation
prohibiting vessels flying the Icelandic flag from unloading mackerel (primary product and processed
products) in Community ports. This regulation will be subject to internal consultation on 11 January
and, as of its approval by the Commission, will be presented to the EEA (European Economic Area)
Joint Committee, on 14 January, in accordance with Article 5 of protocol IX of the EEA. It will be
immediately applicable. It should be pointed out that such a ban has been in force in Norway since 23
July 2010.
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