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The Committee of Permanent Representatives (Coreper) accepted, on 17 April, the agreement
concluded by the Danish EU Presidency and the European Parliament to extend the powers of the
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA, see Europolitics 4405). With its new powers, the agency
will be able to intervene to help clean up pollution from offshore oil and gas installations — rather than
just ship-source pollution as at present — contribute to the fight against piracy and play a more
important role in the coordination of requirements for seafarer training. The United Kingdom opposed
the compromise due to a reference in a recital to the role the agency could play in preventing pollution
from offshore platforms. The next steps are formal approval of the compromise by the EP plenary and
by the Council of Ministers.



